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Authorising Director Paul De Szell, Director Liveable Communities 

SUMMARY OF REPORT 

This report provides both Council and the community with an information update in relation to the 
actions that have occurred and are proposed to occur at the Bight Cemetery, Wingham.  

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the information provided in this report be noted; and  

2. That Council liaise with “The Blight of the Bight” community group and affected families 
prior to the formal adoption of the Draft “The Bight Cemetery Restoration Action Plan”.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Preliminary estimates of the rectification work required to be undertaken at The Bight Cemetery 
are in the order of $60,000.  

Council’s insurers have advised that all rectification works at The Bight Cemetery will be covered 
under Council’s Insurance Policy. 

Council will however be required to pay the excess on the policy which is $12,500. The cost of 
the excess is proposed to be funded out of revoted unspent funds (2018/19) in the Cemetery 
Operations Budget meaning that there will be no decrease in the planned level of service in 
cemetery operations over 2019/20 as the current budget will not be affected. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

ATTACHMENTS  

A: Draft “The Bight Cemetery Restoration Action Plan”

Attachment A has been circulated in hard copy to the Councillors and Senior Staff, and the 
attachment is also publicly available on Council's website.  

BACKGROUND 

Council at its meeting of 11 September 2019 considered an initial update report in relation to the 
actions that have occurred and are proposed to occur at The Bight Cemetery, Wingham. At this 
meeting Council resolved: 
1. That the information provided in this report be noted; and  

2. That Council endorse the actions identified in Annexure A to this report. 
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The actions identified in Annexure A to the report presented to Council on 11 September 2019 
were in a tabular form which has now been updated with additional columns to highlight at what 
stage the action will be undertaken and the status of the action. 

This updated table is provided as Annexure A to this report.  

DISCUSSION 

Since the last update the actions undertaken in relation to The Bight Cemetery have been 
consolidated into four key areas:  

1. The undertaking of an external independent investigation which was commissioned by the 
General Manager to establish how the events at The Bight Cemetery in July occurred. 

2. Staff have continued to liaise with (ongoing) the Cemeteries Advisor from the National 
Trust of Australia (NSW). The National Trust of Australia (NSW) is a community-based, 
non-government organisation, committed to promoting and conserving Australia's 
indigenous, natural and historic heritage through its advocacy work and its custodianship 
of heritage places and objects. 

3. Staff have continued to liaise with (ongoing) the Office of Environment and Heritage in 
relation to the presence of the Critically Endangered Yellow Donkey-Orchid. By way of 
background The Bight Cemetery contains an area of native and introduced vegetation 
and habitat for the Yellow Donkey-Orchid (Diuris flavescens) which only flowers for a few 
weeks a year in September-October.  

Staff have submitted an application for a Section 91 licence under the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016 to the Department of Planning Industry and Environment. 
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On 31 October the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (the Department) 
issued a Threatened Species Licence, (a class of Biodiversity Conservation Licence 
under Part 2 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016), to enable council to undertake 
operations at The Bight Cemetery. 

A copy of this licence is provided as Annexure B to this report.  

4. Preparation of a draft “The Bight Cemetery Restoration Action Plan”

A copy of the draft “The Bight Cemetery Restoration Action Plan” is provided as 
Attachment A to this report.  

ALIGNMENT WITH COMMUNITY PLAN/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

This report addresses the following strategies and focus areas from the Community Strategic 
Plan and Delivery Plan: 

Our community strategic plan, MidCoast 2030: Shared Vision, Shared Responsibility,
values of ‘unique, diverse and culturally rich communities’ and ‘a connected community’ 
and strategies: 

o 2.2 Support the preservation and uniqueness of our history and cultural heritage in 
towns, villages and significant places 

o 6.1 Working together to promote and enhance community safety 

Our delivery program three year focus areas of: 

o 2.2.3 Ensure our heritage is valued and conserved 

o 6.1.7 Provide safe public areas 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the information provided in this report be noted; and  

2. That Council liaise with “The Blight of the Bight” community group and affected families 
prior to the formal adoption of the Draft “The Bight Cemetery Restoration Action Plan”.
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ANNEXURES 
A: Table 1 – The Community’s desired outcomes and Council’s response 
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B: Threatened Species Licence to Operate Wingham Bight Cemetery 
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