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Community Inclusion & Wellbeing Reference Group 
 

Date 6 February 2023 Time 11.00am 
 

Venue Barrington Room Note-taker Lyndie Hepple 
 

Present Cr Dheera Smith, Alex Mills, Mayor Claire Pontin, Natalie Ridgeway, 
Felicity Carter, Margaret Guider, Corrina Routh, Melissa Walker, Chris 
Rowsell, Tim Larritt, Craig Partridge, Steve Prohm, Arthur Chapman, 
Mydie Keegan, Cr Kathryn Smith, Paul de Szell, Lyndie Hepple 

 

Apologies John Temple; Gemma Green 
 
 
Meeting items 
 
Item Key points/actions 

1 Acknowledgement of Country by Paul De Szell. 

2 Apologies were received from Gemma Green. John Temple has resigned from the 
committee. 

3 Profile.id 

Lyndie Hepple provided an overview of the .id platform, demonstrating how to 
navigate the site and extract data. The platform can be accessed through Council’s 
website here. 

4 Draft Aboriginal Action Plan 
The Group had previously received a link to the Draft Aboriginal Action Plan (the 
Plan) on Council’s Have Your Say website page. Hannah Earley (Aboriginal 
Community Development Officer) and Lillian Moseley (Aboriginal Liaison Officer) 
attended the meeting to provide background to the consultation that helped to 
identify the 6 Key Focus areas outlined in the Plan: 

• Housing 
• Health & Wellbeing 
• Education & Employment 
• Justice 
• Inclusion & Participation 
• Families & Culture 

Manager of Libraries & Community Services Alex Mills asked the Group to carefully 
consider the Objective and Indicators outlined for each of the key focus areas and 
provide feedback through the Have Your Say page if it was felt that they could be 
improved, since these objectives are what Council and community groups will be 
working to achieve once the Plan has been adopted. 

https://profile.id.com.au/midcoast
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Each focus area includes a Satisfaction Rating from the consultation process. 
Council will check in with the Aboriginal community every second year to monitor 
the satisfaction rating to monitor improvements through the 10-year lifespan of the 
Plan. 

5 Accessible Footpath in Harrington 

Lyndie had circulated a request from a visitor for the Group to advocate for an 
improved accessible footpath in Harrington from the Big 4 Colonial Holiday Park to 
the Heritage Riverwalk Pathway, together with a response from the Transport 
Team that advised that the footpath in question was listed on Council’s Pedestrian 
Access and Mobility Plan, and that funding was being sought for the project. 

The Group agreed that Lyndie Hepple would respond to the customer and advise 
that funding was being sought for the project. 

6 Manning Refuge /Manning Police Partnership - Presentation by Leonie McGuire 
(guest) 

Our area is in the top third of 154 local government areas for incidences of violence 
against children and has seen the steepest rise of 11% over 5 years to 2022.  

The area has a strong history of community engagement going back to 1981. 
Former Taree Council Mayor Les Brown identified that there was a domestic 
violence problem rather than a homeless problem. A steering committee was 
convened through former Taree Council which resulted in the establishment of the 
Women’s refuge in Taree in 1985. 

In 1990 funding for a purpose-built refuge was secured. Leonie managed the centre 
for 12 years. When she left in 2004, the centre was well established and sustained 
through recurrent funding. At the time, a partnership between the local Police and 
the community saw several trained crisis workers located at the Police Station to 
assist with the presentation of women in crisis and assisting them through the 
reporting and counselling process.  

In 2014 the NSW Government restructured funding and a tender process saw the 
refuge move from a community-run facility to an organisation-run operation which is 
only open during business hours with limited capacity for women in crisis. DV and 
homelessness is no longer supported in the same way, and the partnership with the 
Police has fallen away. Leonie is advocating for the partnership to be reinstated. 

The Mayor has written a letter of introduction to Supt Chris Shilt. Lyndie has put 
Leonie in touch with Calypso Watson (Community Development Officer) who runs 
the Community Network/Interagency comprising service providers across the 
MidCoast area. Leonie will be the guest speaker at the next meeting (21 February). 

A copy of some material provided by Leonie is attached to these minutes 

7 Meeting close 
 
 
Next meeting 
 

Date 1 May 2023 Time 11am 
    

Venue Barrington Room, Yalawanyi  Ganya Note-taker Lyndie Hepple 
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Information provided by Leonie McGuire: 
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